
VIRGINIA AIRPORT SYSTEM
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An Assessment of

Economic Impacts

TAPPAHANNOCK MUNICIPAL
AIRPORT

Quantitative Benefits
In addition to the qualitative benefits the airport 
provides, a recent study quantified the economic 
impacts of the airport to the local community.  As 
shown in the adjacent table, the total economic 
impact of the airport includes on- and off-airport 
businesses, visitor spending, and the spin-off effects 
of those impacts.  

On-airport impacts represent economic activities 
that would not occur if the airport did not exist.  
They include payroll, operating and capital 
expenditures made by the airport, airlines, FBO's, 
maintenance facilities, ground transportation, etc.

Off-airport impacts represent financial 
transactions that occur primarily off-airport and are 
associated with visitor spending.  These expenditures 
may include items such as lodging, food, 
entertainment, and retail purchases.  

Spin-off impacts are calculated using impact 
multipliers, which are used to reflect the recycling of 
dollars through the economy.  
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TAPPAHANNOCK MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Prepared by the Virginia Department of Aviation for the Tappahannock Municipal Airport

AIRPORT LAYOUT
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NOT TO BE USED FOR NAVIGATIONAL PURPOSES

T appahannock Munic ipa l  A i rpor t  
(W79) i s  located 1 mi le  west  of  
Tappahannock , in  Essex County.  
Ser v ices  and act iv i t ies  of fered at  the 
a i r por t  inc lude fue l , f l i ght  t r a in ing , 
a i rcr a f t  renta l , aer ia l  tour s , and p i lot  
suppl ies . 

Qualitative Benefits

The a i r por t  has  been ca l led the 
"Gateway to the Nor thern Neck"  and 
i t s  c lose prox imity  to the 
Rappahannock R iver  i s  advantageous 
for  v i s i tor s .   Loca l  restaur ants  such 
as  Lower y 's  at t r act  v i s i tor s  f rom 
across  the reg ion .  The a i r por t  i s  a l so 
a gateway for  the Urbanna Oyster  
Fest iva l , which dr aws hundreds of  
v i s i tor s  ever y year.

Loca l  po ints  of  interest  bes ides the 
Rappahannock R iver  and loca l  
restaur ants  inc lude Nay lor ' s  Beach , 
Rappahannock Community  Col lege , 
Str at ford Hal l  (Rober t  E . Lee's  
b i r thp lace) , Mar y Ba l l  Wash ington 
Museum, and ant ique s tores .
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